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The knowledge of the right management of dental trau-
mas is very important for the pediatrician due both to
their high incidence in this age group and to prevent
further pathologic events related.
Several studies indicate that in industrialized coun-

tries, about one in five children have had a traumatic
dental injury to permanent teeth before leaving school.
Prevalence of injured teeth presented in the literature
varies from 10 to 51% [1]. The pediatrician, more than
any other health professionals, should have the neces-
sary knowledge to ensure correct and professional
advices for all issues concerning the child’s health [2].
Most of the available literature emphasizes that aware-
ness of the correct procedure following dental trauma is
unsatisfactory. It is recognized that the prognosis of
traumatic dental injuries is dependent on the time
between the injury and the initiation of treatment.
Emergency dental treatment by a physician is some-

times required when a dentist is unavailable, so the first
physician that comes to managing dental trauma is often
the emergency room doctor or the family or hospital
pediatrician. Some studies’ findings suggest, however,
that only 4% of physicians would provide an appropriate
initial treatment that could help to save an avulsed tooth
[1]. Even in medical courses and first-aid training, man-
agement of dental trauma is seldom covered. To ensure
and facilitate the approach to this problem, we proposed
an evaluation form of dental trauma (figure 1) in order to
clearly identify the points that need more attention in
presence of a dental trauma and the next steps to be per-
formed for a complete and correct clinical management
[3]. First step:initial evaluation of the child, subjective
information (interview, where, when, how), evaluation of
vital parameters and following attribution of a color code
for the priority of access to the medical examination.

Next steps are the medical examination, the identification
of any cranial-cervical trauma and/or signs of abuse and
finally the pulpal tests.
We have proposed a multicenter study in order to eval-

uate the adhesion and the application of the National
Guidelines for the Prevention and Clinical Management
of Dental Trauma in children, published in November
2012 by the Ministry of Health. Our goal is to verify and
analyze the level of knowledge of various professionals
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Figure 1 Evaluation form of dental trauma
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(doctors of emergency room, family pediatricians, hospi-
tal pediatricians and dentists) about the rules to preven-
tion of dental trauma and health education, the first aid
of dental trauma and recognition of dental trauma in the
child abuse.

Authors’ details
1Azienda Ospedaliera “Pugliese-Ciaccio”, Catanzaro, Italy. 2Università “Magna
Graecia” di Catanzaro, Catanzaro, Italy. 3Università degli Studi di Parma,
Parma, Italy. 4Università degli Studi Roma La Sapienza, Rome, Italy.

Published: 11 August 2014

References
1. Emerich K, Gazda E: Review of recommendations for the management of

dental trauma presented in first-aid textbooks and manuals. Dent
Traumatol 2010, 26:212-6.

2. Emerich K, Wyszkowski J: Clinical practice: dental trauma. Eur J Pediatr
2010, 169:1045-50.

3. Andreasen JO, Lauridsen E, Gerds TA, Ahrensburg SS: Dental Trauma
Guide: a source of evidence - based treatment guidelines for dental
trauma. Dent Traumatol 2012, 28:345-350.

doi:10.1186/1824-7288-40-S1-A72
Cite this article as: Zampogna et al.: First aid in dental trauma in
pediatric age. Italian Journal of Pediatrics 2014 40(Suppl 1):A72.

Submit your next manuscript to BioMed Central
and take full advantage of: 

• Convenient online submission

• Thorough peer review

• No space constraints or color figure charges

• Immediate publication on acceptance

• Inclusion in PubMed, CAS, Scopus and Google Scholar

• Research which is freely available for redistribution

Submit your manuscript at 
www.biomedcentral.com/submit

Zampogna et al. Italian Journal of Pediatrics 2014, 40(Suppl 1):A72
http://www.ijponline.net/content/40/S1/A72

Page 2 of 2

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20572837?dopt=Abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20572837?dopt=Abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20058022?dopt=Abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22994505?dopt=Abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22994505?dopt=Abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22994505?dopt=Abstract

	Authors’ details
	References

